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PROCEEDINGS 



OR THE 



Virginia Historical Society 



Annual Meeting held Decetnber 31, 1907. 



The annual meeting was held at the Society's House, 707 
E. Franklin street, with President Joseph Bryan in the chair. 

President Bryan called the meeting to order at 5 P. M., and 
read the annual report. 

The President's Report. 
To the Members of The Virginia Historical Society; 

The Executive Committee of The Virginia Historical So- 
ciety has the honor to submit the following report of the year's 
work : 

Our membership, after deducting all those who have been 
dropped for non-payment of dues, resigned or have died, the 
latter seventeen in number, now numbers 752, the same as at our 
last report. We still have occasion to note the carelessness of 
some of our members in respect to payment of their Society 
dues, and much inconvenience and annoyance would be avoided 
if the members would more fully appreciate their obligation 
to the Society. If they do not wish to continue their annual 
payments, which the Society much prefers, it would be better 
to resign than to continue on the delinquent list. There has, 
however, been such an enlargement of interest in all matters 
relating to the history of Virginia that at no time was it more 
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desirable for members to continue their active connection with 
the Society. 

Finances. 

At the last annual meeting Mr. Robert A. Lancaster, Jr., 
was elected Treasurer to fill the vacancy created by the death 
of Mr. Robert T. Brooke, and since his incumbency, has per- 
formed the duties of the office of Treasurer most efficiently, 
as well as those of a member of the Executive Committee. 
The report of the Treasurer is as follows: 

Balance in bank November 16, 1906 $325 16 

Receipts. 

Annual dues $3,013 66 

Life member 50 00 

Gift of Byam K. Stevens, Esq., for permanent 

fund 100 00 

Interest 256 08 

Advertisements 57 37 

Magazines (sales) 421 60 

Publications (sales) 42 02 

Colonial Dames contribution for repairs 68 50 

A. P. V. A. contribution for repairs 68 50 

Jamestown Ex. Co. (preparation of exhibit).. 175 00 

Certificate of deposit, cashed 367 38 

Loan repaid 4, 500 00 $9, 120 2 1 

19.445 37 

Expenditures. 

Salaries $i,574 91 

Wages 240 00 

Postage and express 103 42 

Painting house, etc 423 16 

Insurance 92 50 

Exhibit at Jamestown Exposition 181 91 

Certificate of Deposit, Stevens' gift 100 00 

5 % mortgage 5,000 00 

Sundry bills 373 4 1 

Books, stationery and binding 46 85 

Magazine and other printing 1,066 95 

$9,203 11 

Balance in bank November 30th, 1907 242 26 

$9,445 37 
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Permanent Fund. 

Three per cent, bank certificates $ 200 00 

Three per cent. Virginia century bond 100 00 

Mortgage 5 per cent, running 3 years from May 

10, 1907 5,000 00 



$5,300 00 



It will be seen that, though we have made during the fiscal 
year extraordinary payments to the amount of $423.00, our 
permanent fund has been increased $243.00, and we now have 
the sum of $5,000 invested at 5 per cent, interest. The $100 
reported last year as given by Mr. Byam K. Stevens, of New 
York, was included in the report of that year. 

The handsome bequest made to the Society by our late col- 
league of the Executive Committee, Mr. Edward Wilson 
James, of Norfolk, has not yet been received, but upon the 
settlement of his estate it will unquestionably come to us. The 
value of the bequest we believe is about $3,500, perhaps more, 
and when received will make our permanent fund over $8,500. 

That there has been a steady and increasing demand for the 
back numbers of our magazine is indicated by the item of 
$421 of receipts on that account reported by the Treasurer. 
This was nearly $100 more than on the same account last year. 
It should be understood that our fiscal year ends on the 30th 
of November of each year. 

The Executive Committee, in view of the expected visitors 
during the celebrations of 1907, caused all of the wood work 
on the exterior of the building to be repainted, all of which 
was very satisfactorily done. 

Gifts. 

The Society is indebted, for the gifts of objects of historic 
and antiquarian interest or of books, to the following ladies 
and gentlemen : 
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Mr. H. C. Kuyk, Jr., (A tax list of Rappahannock Co., Va., 
for 1832). 

Master Nathan Lipman (Old State Bank Notes). 

Miss Emily H. Eppes (A piece of bottle found at Eppes' 
Island on James River, containing a stamp inscribed, R. Eppes 

1757)- 

The Grand Lodge of Masons of Pennsylvania, Charles O. 
Paullin, Miss Ruth Early, A. C. Quisenberry, J. Staunton 
Moore, The National Slavonic Society of the United States, 
Joseph Leete, H. O. Collins, Charles Francis Adams, Dr. S. 
A. Green, Col. C. M. Terrell, Lyon G. Tyler, Chas. Henry 
Hart, Mrs. Giles C. Courtney, J. Cabell Brockenbrough, Ed- 
win H. Terrell, Miss Elise Willing Balch, Rev. Joseph B. 
Dunn, Prof. H. T. Louthan, Mrs. Innes Randolph, Wm. L. 
Sheppard, Mrs. W. G. Stanard, Macgrane Coxe, Philip A. 
Bruce, Henry C. Lancaster, Mrs. R. B. Oliver, Mrs. Virginius 
Newton, James M. Garnett, Wm. Henry Smith, Mrs. Lina S. 
Poffenberger, Mass., Commission to the Jamestown Exposi- 
tion, James Branch Cabell, Rev. W. A. R .Goodwin, Gherardi 
Davis, Dr. B. W. Green, and Mrs. M. W. Smithson. 

Additions to the Library. 

The additions to the library consist of 463 books and pamph- 
lets. These include an unusually large collection of books re- 
lating to Virginia. The ter-centenary year caused the publica- 
tion of many books and pamphlets relating to the Colony and 
State, and it has been our purpose during the year to collect 
them all. During visits to the exposition the Librarian ob- 
tained a complete collection of the hand books issued by the 
various counties of the State. The binding done during the 
year includes about all of the newspapers in our collection, and 
brings that part of our work to an end for the present. 

The preparatian of the Society's manuscripts intended for 
the Jamestown Exposition required a great deal of careful 
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work. During the spring and up to the middle of November 
our rooms were crowded with visitors. For much of the time 
the Corresponding Secretary and the Assistant Librarian gave 
up the large part of each day while the building was open 
in welcoming visitors and explaining to them the objects of 
interest in our collection. This was especially the case during 
the month of October. It is believed that thousands of peo- 
ple earned away from Richmond pleasant impressions of the 
home of The Virginia Historical Society and war residence 

of General Lee. 

Publications. 

The rule to print chiefly source documents has been adhered 
to as usual in the management of the magazine during 1907. 
The publications of the Executive Sessions of the Virginia 
Council 1737-1763, has been continued, and will be carried on 
during 1908. This is the first publication of anything beyond 
extracts from the Virginia Council Journals. 

The Virginia Legislative Papers have been published 
throughout the year, and will be continued through 1908, these 
documents consisting of papers addressed to the Committee of 
Safety, Conventions and Legislature, or submitted to them, 
throw valuable light on the details of the early history of the 
Revolution. The invaluable series of notes from the Council 
and General Court records, by Conway Robinson, Esq., (the 
originals of which have been destroyed) was completed dur- 
ing the year, and the copies made for this Society some years 
ago from the Virginia records in the Library of Congress were 
begun in January, 1907, and will be practically completed in 
January, 1908. These papers contain much valuable matter 
in regard to Bacon's Rebellion, the treaty with the Indians in 
1677, the administration of Lord Culpeper, the attempted in- 
surrection of the indentured servants, and the war between 
England and Holland, 1665, etc., as far as it effected Virginia. 

The Revolutionary Army orders issued at Valley Forge, 
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etc., in 1778-1779 were printed during the year, and will be 
continued. These give much very valuable information in re- 
gard to the American Army at that period. 

The record of payments to Virginia Militia during the Rev- 
olution, one of the few remaining lists of that branch of the 
service was completed during 1907. 

Among the other papers of much interest which have been 
published have been the bills and answers in the English Chan- 
cery suit of Jervis vs. Jason. Our colleague, Capt. W. Gordon 
McCabe, examined these papers at the English Public Record 
Office, and at his suggestion they were copied for the Society. 
They settle the much debated question as to the family of Na- 
thaniel Bacon, "The Rebel," and show that he had only two 
children, daughters. 

As a contribution to the history of the first settlement of 
Virginia there were published Newport's "Description of the 
New Discovered River" (the first account of Virginia), and 
two letters of Lord Delaware. 

Mr. Lothrop Withington has continued his invaluable "glean- 
ings," and has promised to continue these contributions. The 
miscellaneous historical papers, letters, notes and queries, gene- 
alogies, etc., have been kept up as usual. 

During the coming year it is proposed, of course, to adhere 
to our plan of publishing chiefly documents. Several import- 
ant series of papers to be continued in 1908 from 1907 have 
been indicated. 

As we have completed the publication of two most valuable 
collections of papers in regard to 17th century, Robinson's 
notes and the copies made from Virginia manuscripts in the 
Library of Congress, it is suggested that the publication of ab- 
stracts and copies from the English records between 1625 and 
1628, which was omitted some years ago out of deference to 
the plans of Mr. Alexander Brown, be taken up during the 
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coming year, and that they also be continued from 1640, the 
date reached in the Magazine of April, 1906, when the series 
was temporarily suspended to permit the publication of the 
copies of the records in the Library of Congress. It is deemed 
a matter of much importance that this vital series of docu- 
ments be carried on and made as complete as possible. 

It is also desired/ to begin the printing of all unpublished 
matter in that well known collection of Virginia records the 
"Randolph MS." This, as is known to all students, is also 
chiefly in regard to the 17th Century. 

We have a full and accurate copy of a manuscript volume 
in the Virginia State Archives, kept by the Clerk of the Coun- 
cil 1690-98, which contains many important commissions, let- 
ters, etc. This also is suggested to be printed in 1908. 

With the various series of papers which have been noticed, 
we will have a full supply of valuable source documents for 
both the 17th and 18th centuries. 

In concluding this part of our report it is well to mentioii 
the constant and gratifying evidences of appreciation of our 
work by historical students all over the country. Much of the 
matter published in our Magazine is chiefly of interest to the 
student, yet we find that interest in Virginia history is so gen- 
eral that we have now, as for years past, the largest number of 
annual members paying dues of any State Historical Society. 

The proposed plan to publish a series of reprints of scarce 
and valuable documents, pamphlets, etc., during 1907, was 
found to be impracticable on account of pressure of other 
work, though this plan has been to a limited extent carried out 
by others. It may be well for the Committee to again take 
the matter into consideration, and, if practicable, carry out 
the plan outlined in the last report. It seems very certain 
that such a work would receive a general welcome. 
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Deaths. 

Life Members. 

Randolph Barksdale, M. D., Petersburg, Va. 
Moncure D. Conway, New York, N. Y. 
Robert Lee Traylor, Memphis, Tenn. 

Annual. 

General Russell A. Alger, Detroit, Mich. 

Col. Wilfred E. Cutshaw, Richmond, Va. 

John A. Doyle, Pendarren, Crickhowel, England. 

James Franklin, Jr., Lynchburg, Va. 

Judge J. H. Fulton, Wytheville, Va. 

W. L. Guillardeu, New York, N. Y. 

Waller S. Logan, New York, N. Y. 

Judge Wilbur J. Kilby, Suffolk, Va. 

Prof. T. H. Malone, Nashville, Tenn. 

Col. R. L. Maury, Richmond, Va. 

Dr. Geo. E. Taber, Richmond, Va. 

L. S. Walker, Woodstock, Va. 

James R. Winston, Glen Allen, Va. 

Major John P. George, Richmond, Va. 

We have thus again to report a heavy loss of members by 
death during the past year. So many men of worth and dis- 
tinction belong to our Society that it would be quite impossible 
for death to remove any number of them without striking down 
some whose loss is especially noted. 

Perhaps the most widely known member of our Society who 
died during the last year was Mr. Moncure D. Conway. His 
life is too well known to require any recital of it, but he was a 
Virginian born and reared, who seemed to feel that his duty 
required him to expose and denounce those conditions of our 
laws and social existence which he did not approve. He, how- 



PROCEEDINGS. XI 

ever, never lost his interest in the history of the State, and in 
his latter years visited it and diligently sought new materials 
for her history. 

Better known as a historian was Mr. John A. Doyle, who 
made many valuable contributions to the history of America 
of the Colonial period. 

Another member who was ardently devoted to all that re- 
lated to the history of the State was Mr. Robert Lee Traylor, 
who in the last few years moved from Richmond to Memphis, 
Tennessee. Though his business seemed entirely removed 
from historical and literary pursuits, yet he was widely and 
accurately learned in all that related to the history of Virginia 
and her literature. He was a discriminating and diligent ac- 
cumulator of books and manuscripts relating to the State, and 
much that he did in this respect will happily be preserved. 

It is one of the encouraging incidents to the work that we 
are engaged in that it excites interest and finds a steadfast 
support from the men engaged in industrial and commercial 
pursuits, who render great service to the cause, and receive 
much benefit from it themselves. Such a one as this was Mr. 
William L. Guillardeu, who, while most actively employed as 
president of a great transportation line, showed in every way 
his interest in the antiquities of ' Virginia, and rendered oil 
every occasion that he could most efficient service 

Among those who were the makers of American history, 
and who have failen during the last year are General Russell 
A. Alger, a colonel of United States Cavalry during the war 
between the States, and later Secretary of War, and Colonel 
Richard L. Maury, and Colonel Wilfred E. Cutshaw, who were 
no less distinguished in the Confederate Army. It is no dis- 
paragement upon the character and achievements of any other 
member of our Society to say that for fearlessness in the dis- 
charge of duty, whether on the battlefield or in civil life, and 
for rugged uncompromising integrity, Col. Cutshaw has left 
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an impression which will be felt in this community for gen- 
erations to come. 

The Ter-Centennial. 

In our last report we called attention to the approaching ter- 
centenary of the settlement at Jamestown, and stated our pur- 
pose to co-operate with the State of Virginia in making an 
historical exhibit at the Exposition, which would be held in 
commemoration of that event. This we have done. After 
careful consideration by the Executive Committee, it was de- 
termined to exhibit a collection of our most interesting manu- 
scripts. Conditions were prescribed by the Committee which 
would insure safety of the papers sent to the Exposition, and 
it was determined that our manuscripts should be shown jointly 
with those of the State of Virginia. Our Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Mr. W. G. Stanard, selected the papers, and under his 
supervision they were mounted. The joint collection of this 
Society and of the State was arranged at the Exposition by Dr. 
J. H. Eckenrode and Mr. W. Clayton Torrence, of the State 
Library, both of whom are members of our Society, and by 
our Corresponding Secretary, and under their supervision, too, 
were the packages shipped back to Richmond, and have been 
safely received in the Society's building. While in the pos- 
session of the Exposition Company the Society's exhibit was 
iusured for nine thousand dollars. 

Perhaps it is not too much to say, and it is certainly as it 
ought to have been, considering the historical importance of 
the event commemorated by the Ter-Centennial celebration, 
that there was nothing more extraordinary, indeed unsurpassed 
in its kind at the Jamestown Exposition than the historical ex- 
hibit which was collected in the History Building. It was a 
collection never before equalled, and which, from the risk and 
inconvenience of exhibiting such valuable papers, will not again 
be attempted in a generation, if ever. Manuscripts covering 
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the whole field of American history from the time of Queen 
Elizabeth to the present day were gathered and arranged in 
the most striking manner. It is greatly to be regretted that 
these treasures, many of which were disclosed for the first 
time to the public, were not seen by a greater number of per- 
sons, but that much good will be accomplished for the cause 
of historical research is not to be doubted. 

With all it is very gratifying that it has been permitted to our 
Society to take such a part in this great effort to instruct our 
people in their own history. 

Jamestown Island. 

The plans for commemorating by appropriate monuments 
the settlement at Jamestown in 1607, have been carried out on 
Jamestown Island as proposed. The United States Govern- 
ment has erected a stately monument one hundred feet high, 
modelled after the Washington Monument in Washing, on 
Jamestown Island, upon land conveyed for the purpose by the 
Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities. The 
old church at Jamestown has been restored, and is believed to 
be as nearly as possible a fac-simile of the original church of 
1639. This piece of work was done by the liberality of The 
Society of the Colonial Dam^s of America, who formally pre- 
sented it to the Association for the Preservation of Virginia 
Antiquities on the nth of May, last. 

On the 13th of May, 1907, the 300th anniversary of the 
landing of the first settlers, there were appropriate exercises 
on the Island, in which the Governor of Virginia and the 
British Ambassador, the Rt. Hon. James Bryce, were the 
principal speakers. 

At the entrance to the grounds of the Association for the 
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities on Jamestown Island there 
have been erected by the National Society of Colonial Dames, 
beautiful and highly ornamental gates, and the Society of 
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Colonial Wars has placed on the grounds a very handsome 
bronze drinking fountain. 

The Daughters of the American Revolution have con- 
structed a spacious and convenient Rest House. 

The bronze statue to Captain John Smith, erected by the 
A. P. V. A., is in place, but has never been formally unveiled. 
This will probably be done next May. A monument to the 
first house of Burgesses, 1619, has been erected near the 
church, by the Norfolk branch of the A. P. V. A., and was 
unveiled with an impressive service and addresses. 

That so much was accomplished at Jamestown Island, and 
that all arrangements were so successfully carried out is due 
chiefly (as far as men are concerned) to two members of our 
Executive Committee, who are also members of the James- 
town Committee of the A. P. V. A. Mr. Robert A. Lancaster, 
Jr., conducted with great tact and ability all of the frequent 
and often troublesome negotiations consequent upon the agree- 
ment between the A. P. V. A. and the United States govern- 
ment. 

Mr. S. H. Yonge gave without stint his talents as an engi- 
neer, not only during the construction of the water system, and 
other necessary improvements now on the island, but in the 
long and laborious preliminary studies which were undertaken 
to ascertain the best method of accomplishing the desired ends 
with the money at the command of the Association. 

It is not too much to say that without the work done by Mr. 
Lancaster and Mr. Yonge, much that has been accomplished 
for the celebrations that have been held would not have been 
possible. 

During the session of the General Convention of the Epis- 
copal Church in Richmond in October, there was a visit made 
to Jamestown Island, which will do much to emphasize the his- 
torical importance of the first settlement there and remove 
many mistaken ideas about the early history of Virginia. 
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Our Society has good cause for a sense of satisfaction that 
it was enabled to participate in so creditable a manner in all 
that has been done to commemorate the ter-centenary year of 
the founding of this nation, and while each member shares 
measurably in what the Society has done, yet the credit for the 
meritorious performance of the work of the Society proper, be- 
longs without question and by unanimous consent, to our Cor- 
responding Secretary, Mr. W. G. Stanard. To his learning 
and diligence, inspired by enthusiasm, are we indebted for the 
work which is done in the name of and with the materials of 
this Society. The best wishes we can make for the Society 
is that it may never lack such a Corresponding Secretary. 

Jos. Bryan, President. 
Richmond, Va., December 31st, 1907. 

The report was, on motion, received, and, as usual, ordered 
to be printed in the Magazine. 

Election of Officers. 

The President then announced that the next business in order 
was the election of officers and members of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the year 1908. 

On motion, a Nominating Committee was appointed, who 
brought in the following nominations: 

President — Joseph Bryan. 

Vice-Presidents — Archer Anderson, Edward V. Valentine, 
Lyon G. Tyler. 

Corresponding Secretary and Librarian — William G. Stanard. 

Recording Secretary — David C. Richardson. 

Treasurer — Robert A. Lancaster, Jr. 

Executive Committee — C. V. Meredith, B. B. Munford, C. W. 
Kent, W. Meade Clark, A. C. Gordon, S. S-. P. Patteson, S. 
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C. Mitchell, S. H. Yonge, W. J. Leake, W. Gordon McCabe, 
W H. Palmer, and Rt. Rev. A. M. Randolph. 

The gentlemen named were unanimously elected. 

Then, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 



It is stated here, for the benefit of members and subscribers, 
that the Executive Committee, at its December meeting, re- 
solved that the current volume of the Magazine (Vol. 15) should 
end, as usual, with the April number; that the numbers for 
July and October, 1908, should make a separate volume (Vol. 
16), and that volume 17 should begin with the January number 
for 1909, thus making the volume coincide with the calendar 
year. Of course this change will in no way affect the number 
of magazines which will be received by a member or subscriber 
for annual dues or subscription. As heretofore, four numbers 
of the Magazine will be furnished for $5.00. 
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